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e Acknowledgment: This material is based upon work supported by the Department of
Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE), under Award
Numbers DE-EE0009950 & DE-EE0009951.

e Disclaimer: This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of
the United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency
thereof, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes
any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any
iInformation, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would
not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product,
process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not
necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the
United States Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors

expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States
Government or any agency thereof.
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* SolSmartis a national designation and technical assistance program that has
helped over 500 local governments make it faster, easier, and more
affordable for residents and businesses to go solar.

* The SolSmart Designation recognizes communities that have taken key steps
to address local barriers to solar energy and foster the growth of mature local
solar markets.

e Technical assistance iIs available at no cost.
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SolSmart Bronze
« Fitchburg

* Portage County
« Sheboygan

« Racine

« Bayfield County
- Bayfield

SolSmart Silver

« Egg Harbor

 La Crosse County
« Plover
 Ambherst

« Ashland

« Ashland County

SolSmart Gold

« Stevens Point

« Wauwatosa
 Wood County

« La Crosse

« Bayside

* Milwaukee

« Wisconsin Rapids
 Madison

 Eau Claire
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Benefits of Solar
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- Increase transparency

- Post a permitting checklist online

- Develop a solar landing page
- Increase understanding

- Provide training on solar PV to staff working in permitting and

Inspection

- Train planning staff on planning and zoning best practices for solar PV
- Reduce barriers

- Decrease permit turnaround time

- Codify that solar PV is a by-right accessory use in the zoning ordinance
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Designation Structure

There are four levels of designation: Bronze, Silver,

Gold, and Platinum. Communities achieve designation

by meeting prerequisites as well as meeting other L §
elective criteria.

L | Platinum designees
(new in 2023) will have
: adopted instant solar
Got:fl de:grlies e permitting, published
gc |ev:e E re.;-. metrics on local solar
Silver designees ) b el growth, and partnered

turnaround and
codified zoning
ordinances to remove
obstacles to solar.

have trained
Bronze designees have permitting and
increased transparency with inspection staff on
an online permitting checklist | solar best practices.

and zoning review.
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Access to Best Practices

The SolSmart Program Guides summarize best
practices for local governments, counties and
regional governments.

https://solsmart.org/resource/solsmart-program-quide
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https://solsmart.org/resource/solsmart-program-guide

Technical Assistance is
tailored around the goals
and priorities of your
community. It can include
expert review of materials,
webinars, trainings and
1:1 consultations.
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Communities are provided with templates, B e e

checklists, community examples and

Mk e o PV acoremcts wd Cecut breabers s i (he CEer poTIon 0 ety the brlowng

guidance documents. S S

t Guidance and Template
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Go to SolSmart.org

Home | SolSmart X +

& > C @& solsmartorg 2 Y ¥ 0O 0

—>

Enter your email to receive monthly updates fri

Get Started -
MART ABOUT SOLSMART v OUR COMMUNITIES ¥ RESOURCES v JOIN SOLSMART Q

First Mame™ Last Name®

B LOCALLY POWERED

Email Address”
lwork at a..."
Mame of Local Government or Organization™ State”™

How did you hear about SolSmart?™

we're Helping Local
Governments Become

Set up 3 meeting with us! Provide three convenient times
(month, day, time]



http://solsmart.org

Most local governments have direct oversight of the permitting and inspection
policies and procedures within their jurisdiction.

Communities that im{alement permitting best practices provide solar developers
and installers with a transparent, efficient, and cost-effective approval process.

Well-trained staff and simplified permit applications can reduce staff time
needed to review permits which allows them to focus on other priorities.

Clear inspection procedures ensure compliance with applicable state and local
codes while protecting public health and safety.
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